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(CALGARY) A large majority of Albertans are supportive of Medical Assistance in Dying 
(MAID), but are split on the application of MAID laid out in the Provincial Government’s 
Bill 18. 
According to a recent ThinkHQ Eye on Alberta survey, a plurality of Albertans feel the 
conditions outlined in the UCP’s Safeguards for Last Resort Termination of Life Act are 
too narrow. The poll also finds that most Albertans would consider MAID themselves or 
at least have the option available to them if they were suffering from a grievous and 
irremediable medical condition.

Most Albertans Support Medical Assistance in Dying 
(MAID) but are Split on Alberta’s Bill 18 Application
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Albertans Views on MAID

Over a decade ago, the Supreme Court of Canada established that Canadians have the 
right to a medically assisted death under certain circumstances. Specifically, 
individuals must:
• Be a competent adult
• Clearly consent to the termination of life
• Have a grievous and irremediable medical condition (illness, disease or disability) 

causing them suffering that is intolerable to them
If all of these conditions are satisfied, an individual may choose to seek assistance in 
ending their life with the assistance of a medical professional.

A large majority of Albertans (71%) approve of Canada’s MAID provisions (42% strongly, 
29% somewhat), compared with fewer than one-quarter (23%) who disapprove (14% 
strongly). Another 6% of Albertans are unsure about their feelings on the practice.
• Disapproval is slightly higher in the southern and northern areas of Alberta
• Approval for MAID increases modestly with age and education levels
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Albertans Views on Bill 18, Safeguards for Last Resort 
Termination of Life Act

In Canada, MAID-related requirements are a shared responsibility between the federal 
and provincial governments. The federal government is responsible for the Criminal 
Code provisions and setting the overarching eligibility criteria and safeguards. The 
provinces are responsible for delivering MAID through their health care systems, 
setting guidelines, oversight and access provisions.
Recently, the Government of Alberta introduced Bill 18, the Safeguards for Last Resort 
Termination of Life Act, to the Legislature. The Bill uses the same standards set by the 
national guidelines, with some additional conditions in Alberta. Under the terms of Bill 
18, medical assistance in dying would be available exclusively to adults whose medical 
condition would likely cause their natural death within 12 months.
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Albertans Views on Bill 18, Safeguards for Last Resort 
Termination of Life Act … continued

Albertans are split down the middle on Bill 18 – 46% approve of the proposed legislation 
(21% strongly), and 46% disapprove (29% strongly). Just under one in ten (8%) are 
unsure how they feel about the Bill.
• Approval is highest in northern Alberta and among those aged 55+
• Men are more supportive of the Bill than women
• Disapproval is highest among those with a university education
A plurality of Albertans (46%) feel the conditions set out by Bill 18 are too narrow (27% 
say “far too narrow”), compared to 17% who believe the provisions are too broad, and 
29% who feel the Bill is “about right” in striking a balance.
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Personal Consideration of MAID

Almost four-in-ten (38%) of Albertans say they would consider MAID if they were 
suffering from a grievous and irremediable medical condition, while another 35% say 
they may or may not consider it but would like the option available to them. Just under 
one in five Albertans (18%) say they would never consider MAID personally, while 8% 
are unsure.
• Residents of northern and southern Alberta are least apt to consider MAID for 

themselves
• Consideration of MAID tends to increase with age and education
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Commentary

Commenting on the most recent survey, ThinkHQ President Marc Henry notes: 
“Medically assisted death is a sensitive topic. It’s clear that most Albertans agree with 
the Supreme Court of Canada’s ruling on the matter, and many feel that the Province 
of Alberta’s proposed guidelines for the application of MAID are a bit too stringent. 
Thinking about one’s own mortality is uncomfortable, but the lion’s share of Albertans 
would like to have MAID as an option should circumstances ever warrant it.”

Media Contact:
Marc Henry
President, ThinkHQ Public Affairs

marc@thinkhq.com
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DETAILED FINDINGS
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“Following a Supreme Court decision 
over a decade ago, Canadians have a 
right to medical assistance in dying 
(MAID). An individual may access medical 
assistance in dying (MAID) if all of the 
following conditions are met:

• They are a competent adult (18+)

• They clearly consent to the 
termination of life

• They have a grievous and 
irremediable medical condition 
(illness, disease or disability) causing 
suffering that is intolerable to them

If these conditions are satisfied, an 
individual may choose to seek assistance 
in ending their life with the assistance of 
a medical professional.”

6%

14%

9%

29%

42%

Unsure

Strongly disapprove

Somewhat disapprove

Somewhat approve

Strongly approve

Generally speaking, would you say that you personally 
approve or disapprove of Canada’s provisions for MAID?

Public Approval of Canada’s Provisions for MAID

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) | NET: Approve minus disapprove

Summary

Approve 71%

Disapprove 23%

NET Approve +48
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78%

70%

65%

75%

73%

64%

71%

9%

10%

6%

18%

25%

26%

20%

23%

26%

23%

Uni grad+

Some PS

High school

55+

35-54

Age 18-34 yrs

Total

Approve Unsure Disapprove

71%

69%

60%

62%

71%

72%

75%

71%

7%

6%

9%

9%

6%

22%

25%

36%

29%

24%

23%

16%

23%

Women

Men

North

South

Central

Calgary

Edmonton

Total

Approve Unsure Disapprove

Public Approval of Canada’s Provisions for MAID
By Key Demographics

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) | NET: Approve minus disapprove

Would you say that you personally approve or disapprove of Canada’s provisions for MAID?

NET

+48

+59

+49

+47

+33

+24

+44

+49

NET

+48

+38

+50

+55

+39

+45

+60



11STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. Copyright © 2026 ThinkHQ Public Affairs Inc. All rights reserved. 11

“In Canada, MAID-related requirements 
are a shared responsibility between the 
federal and provincial gov’ts. The federal 
gov’t is responsible for the Criminal Code 
provisions and setting the overarching 
eligibility criteria and safeguards. The 
provinces are responsible for delivering 
MAID through their health care systems, 
setting guidelines, oversight and access 
provisions.

Recently, the Government of Alberta has 
introduced Bill 18, the Safeguards for 
Last Resort Termination of Life Act, to 
the Legislature. The Bill uses the same 
standards set by the national guidelines, 
with some additional conditions. Under 
the terms of Bill 18, medical assistance in 
dying would be available exclusively to 
adults whose medical condition would 
likely cause their natural death within 12 
months.”

8%

29%

17%

25%

21%

Unsure

Strongly disapprove

Somewhat disapprove

Somewhat approve

Strongly approve

Do you approve or disapprove of this condition for the 
provision of MAID in Alberta?

Public Approval of Bill 18

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) | NET: Approve minus disapprove

Summary

Approve 46%

Disapprove 46%

NET Approve --
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44%

50%

41%

42%

46%

47%

62%

46%

8%

7%

8%

9%

8%

6%

8%

48%

43%

51%

49%

46%

47%

34%

46%

Women

Men

South

Calgary

Edmonton

Central

North

Total

Approve Unsure Disapprove

35%

48%

53%

56%

39%

43%

46%

8%

7%

8%

7%

11%

8%

57%

45%

39%

41%

54%

46%

46%

Uni grad+

Some PS

High school

55+

35-54

Age 18-34 yrs

Total

Approve Unsure Disapprove

Public Approval of Bill 18
By Key Demographics

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) | NET: Approve minus disapprove

Do you approve or disapprove of this condition for the provision of MAID in Alberta?

NET

--

+28

--

--

-7

-10

+7

-4

NET

--

-3

-15

+15

+14

+3

-22
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8%

27%

19%

29%

10%

7%

Unsure

Far too narrow

A bit too narrow

About right

A bit too broad

Far too broad

Do you think that the conditions set by Bill 18 (i.e., access to MAID available only if a natural death is 
likely within the next 12 months) are too broad, too narrow or about right?

Impressions of Conditions Set by Bill 18

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) | NET: Too broad minus too narrow

Summary

Too broad 17%

Too narrow 46%

NET ‘Too broad’ -29
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15%

19%

13%

13%

23%

24%

29%

17%

28%

31%

31%

32%

26%

18%

29%

29%

48%

42%

48%

48%

41%

52%

36%

46%

9%

8%

8%

7%

10%

6%

6%

8%

Women

Men

Edmonton

Calgary

Central

South

North

Total

Too broad About right Too narrow Unsure

18%

15%

18%

12%

18%

22%

17%

16%

31%

38%

37%

24%

25%

29%

58%

46%

35%

48%

49%

41%

46%

8%

8%

9%

9%

12%

8%

Uni grad+

Some PS

High school

55+

35-54

Age 18-34 yrs

Total

Too broad About right Too narrow Unsure

Impressions of Conditions Set by Bill 18
By Key Demographics

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) | NET: Too broad minus too narrow

Do you think that the conditions set by Bill 18 are too broad, too narrow or about right?

NET

-29

-7

-28

-18

-35

-35

-23

-33

NET

-29

-19

-31

-36

-17

-31

-40
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Personal Consideration of MAID

Base: All respondents (n=1,120)

1%

8%

18%

35%

38%

Prefer not to say

Unsure

I would not consider it

May or may not, but would like the option

I would consider it

If you were personally suffering from a grievous and irremediable medical condition, to what degree 
would you consider medical assistance in dying?
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Region Gender

Total CAL EDM North Central South Men Women

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) (n=403) (n=364) (n=125) (n=117) (n=111) (n=549) (n=546)

Would consider it 38% 38% 44% 29% 40% 30% 36% 42%

May or may not, want the option 35% 37% 33% 40% 29% 33% 39% 30%

Would not consider it 18% 13% 14% 28% 21% 31% 19% 17%

Unsure 8% 10% 8% 3% 8% 5% 6% 10%

Prefer not to say 1% 1% 1% 0% 2% 0% 1% 1%

Base: All respondents

If you were personally suffering from a grievous and irremediable medical condition, to what degree would you consider 
medical assistance in dying?

Note: Shading [blue] denotes significant differences among sub-samples

Personal Consideration of MAID
By Region and Gender
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Age (years) Education

Total 18-34 35-54 55+ High S. Some PS Uni grad+

Base: All respondents (n=1,120) (n=349) (n=356) (n=415) (n=394) (n=370) (n=346)

Would consider it 38% 31% 38% 45% 39% 37% 40%

May or may not, want the option 35% 35% 38% 33% 27% 39% 40%

Would not consider it 18% 27% 17% 11% 22% 17% 14%

Unsure 8% 5% 7% 10% 12% 6% 5%

Prefer not to say 1% 2% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1%

Base: All respondents

If you were personally suffering from a grievous and irremediable medical condition, to what degree would you consider 
medical assistance in dying?

Note: Shading [blue] denotes significant differences among sub-samples

Personal Consideration of MAID
By Age and Education
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• Approach: Online survey of Adult 
Albertans

• Region: Alberta

• Field dates: Apr 9 – 13, 2026

• Sample size: n=1,120

• Sampling: A random stratified sample of 
panelists was invited to complete the 
survey from panel partners

• Weighting: Weighted to reflect gender, 
age, education, and region of the Alberta 
population according to Stats Canada

• Margin of error: The margin of error for a 
comparable probability-based random 
sample of this size is +/- 2.9 percentage 
points, 19 times out of 20

Sample sizes: Unweighted Weighted MOE*

Alberta total n=1,120 n=1,120 +/- 2.9

Calgary n=404 n=403 +/- 4.9

Edmonton n=366 n=364 +/- 5.1

Northern Alberta n=126 n=125 +/- 8.7

Central Alberta n=118 n=117 +/- 9.0

Southern Alberta n=106 n=111 +/- 9.5

*Margin of error: Percentage points 19 times out of 20. 

The margin of error is associated with a probability sample of this size. 

Accuracy of sub-samples of the data decline based on sample sizes

Research Methodology
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marc@thinkhq.com

Contact: MARC HENRY
President
marc@thinkhq.com

THINKHQ
Public Affairs Inc.
523 21 Ave SW
Calgary, AB. T2S 0G9

https://ispartnersinc.com

https://ispartnersinc.com

ThinkHQ is a proud member of Integrated Strategic Partners.
https://ispartnersinc.com

Integrated. Strategic. Partners. (ISP) is a leading consultancy firm specializing in providing 
comprehensive strategies for organizational success. With expertise in marketing and 
communications, government relations, and research and polling, ISP offers tailored solutions 
designed to empower clients to thrive in today's dynamic landscape. By uniting specialists from 
diverse disciplines, ISP delivers holistic strategies that drive tangible results and maximize 
impact. 

For more information, visit  https://ispartnersinc.com

mailto:marc@thinkhq.com
https://ispartnersinc.com/
https://ispartnersinc.com/
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