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MEDIA RELEASE: Alberta Referenda Watch @ ThinkH@Q

Large Majority Would Vote to Eliminate Public Funding for Independent Schools

(Calgary) If asked in a future referendum, a large majority of Albertans would support
eliminating public funding of independent (private) schools, according to a recent
ThinkHQ survey. Almost six-in-ten (59%) of those interviewed in the poll favour ending
the practice of provincial support for private schools, more than double (26%) of those

saying they would vote No to such a referendum measure, while another 15% are
uncertain.

On a “decided vote” basis (removing the undecided), almost 7-in-10 (69%) would vote
in favour, while 31% stand opposed.
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MEDIA RELEASE: Alberta Referenda Watch @ ThinkH@Q

Is a Referendum on Public Funding of “Independent Schools” Coming?

Earlier this year, the Smith Government eased the requirements for citizen-initiated
referenda. This move, seen mainly as a way to grease the skids for those favouring an
independence vote, was controversial. Now it's being used to target a long-standing
grievance among some Albertans: public funding for students attending private
schools.

A group calling itself “Alberta Funds Public Schools” received approval on October 3rd
to petition signatures in favour of creating a new referendum question for voters to
consider. The group has until February 11th, 2026, to gather the necessary 177,732
signatures to bring the initiative to a vote.

The question they would like to put to Albertans: “Should the Government of Alberta
end its current practice of allocating funds to accredited independent (private)
schools?”
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MEDIA RELEASE: Alberta Referenda Watch @ ThinkH@Q

Awareness & Support for the Initiative

Awareness of the petition to hold a vote on public funding of private schools is modest

- 28% of those interviewed are definitely aware of it, and another 21% recall hearing
something about it.

 Awareness tends to increase with education and is higher among NDP voters and
those with kids under the age of 18 living at home

As noted above, if the question were put to Albertans tomorrow, it would pass

resoundingly. Fully 59% would vote Yes, 26% No and 15% are undecided. That
translates into almost 70% “decided vote” on the measure.

« Supportis marginally higher in Edmonton and Southern Alberta than elsewhere in
the province

« Women are more likely than men to support the measure, as are those with higher
income levels and school-aged kids at home

« NDP voters overwhelmingly support this move (89% would vote yes), while UCP
voters are far more torn - 45% are opposed vs. 37% are supportive
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Commentary @ ThinkHQ

In reviewing the survey results, ThinkHQ President Marc Henry notes: “The Smith
Government has gotten itself into a bit of a predicament with these ‘direct democracy’
initiatives that are so popular at conservative policy conventions. Opposition forces are
weaponizing the recall legislation, and a growing list of potential referendum questions
may soon need to be put to Alberta voters (during the next provincial campaign??). It's
a bit like a dog chasing a badger; It probably seems like a good idea until you catch it.”

“Public funding of private schools has been a perennial issue for some Albertans, and
the referendum legislation lets them bypass the legislature to a degree. If they can get
the signatures, this is going to be a sticky situation for the Minister of Education. If the
will of Alberta voters finds its way to a ballot box, public funding for private schools
may be on the way out.”

Media contact:

Marc Henry | President, ThinkHQ Public Affairs, Inc.
marc@thinkhg.com
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Awareness of “Alberta Funds Public Schools” Petition @ ThinkH@Q

“Recently, a group called “Alberta Had you heard of this before today?
Funds Public Schools” received
approval to petition for
signatures in favour of creating a
new referendum question for
Alberta voters to consider.

m Yes, definitely mYes, heard something about it No

This petition was approved on
October 3rd, and the group has
until February 11th, 2026, to
gather the necessary 177,732
signatures in support of their Total Aware:
proposed question.” 49%

Base: All respondents (n=1,150)
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Awareness of “Alberta Funds Public Schools” Petition @ Th- kHQ
By Key Demographics in
Recently, a group called “Alberta Funds Public Schools” received approval to petition for signatures in favour of creating a new

referendum question for Alberta voters to consider. This petition was approved on October 3rd, and the group has until February
11th, 2026, to gather the necessary 177,732 signatures in support of their proposed question.” Had you heard of this before today?

mYes,definitely mYes, heard something mNo mYes,definitely mYes, heard something mNo
Total 28% 21% 51% Total 28% 21% 51%
Edmonton 29% 24% 47% _
Calgary 30% 19% 51% High school [RIEZIRYY 61%
South 28% 20% 52% Some PS 26% 22% 52%
SSUNCH  25%  23% 52% Uni grad+ 43% 18% 39%
North 23% 15% 62%
Men 27% 20% 53% UCP VOterS 18% 24% 58%
Women 30% 21% 49% NDP voters 47% 21% 32%
Age 18-34 yrs 21% 19% 60% Kids at h 5 =
39% 1% 40%
35-54 38% 16% 46% as athome . : :
55+ 26% 26% 48% No kids at home 25% 21% 54%

Base: All respondents (n=1,150)
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Hypothetical Referendum Vote: Private School Funding @ ThinkH@Q

If a referendum in Alberta were held tomorrow on the following question, how would you, yourself, vote?

Should the Government of Alberta end its current practice of allocating funds to accredited independent
(private) schools?

Decided Vote
mYes mNo = Unsure mYes mNo
Qj
Base: All respondents (n=1,150) Base: Decided voters (n=985)
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Hypothetical Referendum Vote: Private School Funding @ Th- kHQ
By Key Demographics in
If a referendum in Alberta were held tomorrow on the following question, how would you, yourself, vote?

Should the Government of Alberta end its current practice of allocating funds to accredited independent
(private) schools?

mYes mUnsure mNo mYes mUnsure mNo
Total Total
Edmonton
South HH <375k
Calgary $75k - $124k
Central $125k+
North
Men UCP voters
Women NDP voters %
Age 18-34 yrs .
35-54 Kids at home
- 0 (0]
55+ No kids at home

Base: All respondents (n=1,150)
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Research Methodology @ Thil‘lkHQ

« Approach: Online survey of Adult

Sample sizes: Unweighted Weighted MOE*
Albertans
Alberta total n=1,150 n=1,150 +/-2.9
 Region: Alberta
] 9 Calgary n=432 n=410 +/-4.7
* Field dates: Oct 31 - Nov 5, 2025
] Edmonton n=374 n=371 +/- 5.1
« Sample size: n=1,150 104 196 o6
. e Northern Alberta n= n= +/-9.
« Sampling: A random stratified sample of
panelists was invited to complete the Central Alberta n=125 n=123 +/- 8.8
survey from panel partners Southern Alberta n="115 n="116 +/-9.1

« Weighting: Weighted to reflect gender,
age, education and region of the Alberta
population according to Stats Canada

- Margin of error: The margin of error for a
comparable probability-based random
sample of this size is +/- 2.9 percentage
points, 19 times out of 20

*Margin of error: Percentage points 19 times out of 20.
The margin of error is associated with a probability sample of this size.
Accuracy of sub-samples of the data decline based on sample sizes
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Contact: MARC HENRY THINKHQ
President Public Affairs Inc.
marc@thinkhg.com 523 21 Ave SW

Calgary, AB. T2S 0G9

ThinkHQ is a proud member of Integrated Strategic Partners.
https://ispartnersinc.com

Integrated. Strategic. Partners. (ISP) is a leading consultancy firm specializing in providing
comprehensive strategies for organizational success. With expertise in marketing and
communications, government relations, and research and polling, ISP offers tailored solutions
designed to empower clients to thrive in today's dynamic landscape. By uniting specialists from
diverse disciplines, ISP delivers holistic strategies that drive tangible results and maximize
impact.

For more information, visit https://ispartnersinc.com
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