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Research Methodology

• Study fielded via online research panel 
o  Field dates: September 2 to 8, 2015 
o  Panel source: Voice of Alberta & Vision Critical 
 

• n=1446 
 

• Weighted to reflect gender, age and region of Alberta population according to 
Stats Canada 

 

• This online survey utilizes a representative but non-random sample, therefore 
margin of error is not applicable. However, a probability sample of this size 
would yield a margin of error of +/- 2.6 percentage points at a 95% confidence 
interval.  

 

• Accuracy of sub-samples of the data decline based on sample sizes 



CONFIDENTIAL:	  September	  2015	  Eye	  on	  Alberta	  
Copyright	  ©	  2015	  ThinkHQ	  Public	  Affairs	  Inc.	  All	  rights	  reserved	  

Regional Sample Sizes &�
Margins of Error

 
Total Interviews 
(Unweighted) 

(n) 

 
Total Interviews 

(Weighted) 
(n) 

 
Margin of Error 
(Associated with a 

probability sample of 
this size) 

 
ALBERTA TOTAL 

 
1446 

 
1446 

 
+/- 2.6 

 
Calgary 

 
510 

 
485 

 
+/- 4.3 

 
Edmonton 

 
438 

 
441 

 
+/- 4.7 

 
North 

 
139 

 
187 

 
+/- 8.3 

 
Central 

 
183 

 
174 

 
+/- 7.2 

 
South 

 

 
176 
 

 
159 

 
+/- 7.4 
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Thinking about health-related issues, some medical practitioners in Alberta currently only bill a portion of their 
patients’ care to government insurance programs. The balance is billed to private insurance, such as that provided 

through an employer benefit program, or directly billed to the patient. The rates charged are set by the practitioners 
themselves.  Overall, do you think it would be a good idea or a bad idea for the government to introduce 

regulation to limit the fees charged by the following medical practitioners? 

 

% Albertans 

58% 

43% 

38% 

35% 

23% 

35% 

35% 

34% 

6% 

8% 

10% 

11% 

7% 

7% 

8% 

9% 

Very good idea Fairly good idea Fairly bad idea Very bad idea 

Dentists 

Optometrists 

Registered massage  
therapists 

Chiropractors 

81% 

78% 

73% 

69% 

13% 

15% 

18% 

20% 

+68 6% 

+63 7% 

+55 10% 

+49 10% 

Net  
‘good idea’ 

 
Unsure 

Albertans’ Perceptions on Potential 
Medical Practitioner Fee Regulation
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81% 

78% 

73% 

69% 

% Albertans saying  
“Very or Fairly good idea” 

Dentists 

Registered Massage  
Therapists 

Optometrists 

Chiropractors 

Last Vote 

NDP 
(499) 

 
WR 
(301) 

PC 
(346) 

LIB 
(53) 

87% 75% 80% 90% 

85% 71% 75% 85% 

80% 64% 71% 77% 

76% 63% 68% 69% 

Thinking about health-related issues, some medical practitioners in Alberta currently only bill a portion of their 
patients’ care to government insurance programs. The balance is billed to private insurance, such as that provided 

through an employer benefit program, or directly billed to the patient. The rates charged are set by the practitioners 
themselves.  Overall, do you think it would be a good idea or a bad idea for the government to introduce 

regulation to limit the fees charged by the following medical practitioners? 

 

Albertans’ Perceptions on Potential 
Medical Practitioner Fee Regulation�
-By Last Vote-
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For	  more	  informaKon,	  contact:	  
Marc	  Henry,	  President	  
ThinkHQ	  Public	  Affairs	  Inc.	  	  
MLH@THINKHQ.CA	  

Want to have your say about topics and issues 
that affect Albertans? 

   
Voice of Alberta is a rapidly growing online community of Albertans who 
are interested in shaping the future of their community, province and 

nation. We bring current political, business and social issues to you and 
ask for your views. In return, we share the results in publications like 

the one you’re reading now, through traditional and social media, and in 
member-exclusive newsletters. 

 
Join and have your say at:  

www.voiceofalberta.com	  


